[Insects as models in aging research?].
The multiplicity of different life forms in the world of organisms contrast strikingly with the uniformity of aging mechanisms. For this reason, even insects may be employed as model organisms for aging processes. Ultrastructural changes in aging mitochondria, for example, are also known in insect physiology. Further examples are changes in biochemical rhythms in old age and in the redox state of tissue; the latter may be of importance for an analysis of the efficacy of exogenous antioxidants.